In the year ending April 2012, over 87,000 left, more than half of them Irish, the others non-nationals seeking better opportunities elsewhere.
A century ago, a much smaller immigration was the spark for a famous passage in the 'Nestor' episode in James Joyce's Ulysses:
Mr. Deasy halted, breathing hard and swallowing his breath.
--I just wanted to say, he said. Ireland, they say, has the honour of being the only country which never persecuted the Jews. Do you know that? No. And do you know why? He frowned sternly on the bright air.
--Why, sir? Stephen asked, beginning to smile.
--Because she never let them in, Mr. Deasy said solemnly.
The passage is interesting for several reasons. One for the literati is that
Stephen's bigoted companion Garrett Deasy with 'his angry, white moustache' was not a Catholic Dubliner, but a northern Protestant-a Protestant 'Citizen', in effect. A second, much more important, is that she (Ireland) did let them in. In 1904 there were still virtually no restrictions on immigration into Ireland or anywhere else in the United Kingdom-although hostility in Britain to the immigration of people seen as 'paupers' and 'criminals' led to the Aliens Act of 1905. That legislation was directed chiefly against East European Jews. 2 A third reason why Deasy's claim, to which I will return, is interesting is that it is an exaggeration to say that Ireland 'persecuted the Jews'. 2 
Gainer, Alien Invasion.
A more interesting question is why did the Jews want to settle in Ireland at a time when tens of thousands were leaving it. Why didn't they go elsewhere? One answer is that, for the most part, they did. Ireland's Jewish population was always miniscule. Data on flows are lacking, but between the late 1860s and the Great War Ireland's stock of non-UK and nonAmerican born residents fell from a miniscule 6,811 in 1861 to 6,142 (or 0.14 per cent of the population) in 1911. 3 In 1911 Russian-born Jews accounted for almost one-third of the total, and there were 5,148 professing the Jewish religion.
Thanks to one Leopold Bloom, the Jewish immigration is well documented. 4 Less is known about a much smaller but more or less contemporaneous immigration from Italy. On the eve of the Great War The two migrations had some things in common. Both Jews and Italians were subject to some resentment and abuse. The treatment meted out to the Jews has been the focus of a good deal of research, but there was hostility to the Italians also, albeit of a different kind, from various quarters.
Neighbourhood residents sometimes resented their fish-and-chip shops and ice cream parlours for the noisy, unruly custom they attracted. For example, the vicar of St. Anne's and others objected to Edmund Caveri's fish-and-chip shop on nearby South Anne Street for 'improper characters' it attracted, and Celeste Macari in Derry was fined for allowing gaming on his premises. 5 In Belfast Italians were vulnerable to sectarian attacks, as when in December 1910 a crowd of youths on their way down the Shankill Road stoned the window of an Italian shop-front near Carrick Hill. One of occupants fired a shot into the crowd, and this resulted in a 'regular vendetta' against all Italians in Belfast that night, with the smashing of the windows of virtually every shop in the south and west of the city. A year and a half later, Italianrun ice cream shops were again the target of gangs of anti-Catholic 'youths and mill girls'. 6 But the hostility that greeted Jews and Italians was not enough to prevent them form staying and making a decent living in Ireland.
In both communities later there was a shared belief or memory that the migration had been, in part anyway, 'accidental'. The story goes that Giuseppe (or Joseph) Cervi, who is credited with having introduced Dubliners to fish-and-chips 7 , 'disembarked from an American ship in Cobh' in the late 1880s, convinced he was in New York. From there he 'made his way to Dublin on foot, and, having worked for some time for an Italian stonemason called Bassi, he bought a cart, from which he would sell chips' 8 . Another account reports that Cervi 'began by selling chips from a stall in the street, on 5 Freeman 's Journal, 4 January 1908; Irish Times, 2 May 1913 . 6 Irish Times, 10 December 1910 , 6 July 1912 On the early history of fish-and-chips, see Lawton, Fish and Chips. 8 Reynolds, Casalattico, 46; Power, Terra straniera, 23. the spot where Pearse Street fire station now is'. It states that he got the idea from a Russian 'who used to run a hot potato stall on Tara Street', but adds that he had also seen chips in England 'and decided to launch them on the Irish'. The shop that an illiterate Giuseppi (Joseph) Cervi opened almost across the street from the old Queen's Theatre was still operated by his grandson in 1960. 9 Similar themes crop up in Jewish oral accounts. Gerald Goldberg, son of an immigrant Litvak, described the arrival of Jews in Cork as an accident.
Reaching the port of Queenstown, they were duped by the colloquial claim that 'America is the next parish'. Another more colorful version of this tale recounts that calls of 'Cork, Cork' were mistaken for 'New York', prompting 'befuddled, bedraggled, wandering Jews' to disembark in Cobh. 10 In both communities, the migrations had been associated in communal memory with a small place in the home country; the tiny village of Akmeyan (or Akmene) (with a population of 2,800 today) in northwestern Lithuania in the case of the Jews, and Lazio's Val di Comino, about 100 km from Rome, and in particular the small community of Casalattico (population 700 today) in the case of the Italians. One strong hint of an early Casalese presence is that two of the four organ grinders convicted of assaulting two Irishmen on Dublin's Chancery Lane in November 1887 had surnames closely 12 Ó Gráda, Jewish Ireland, 56.
13 Irish Times, May 7 1908; Ó Gráda, Jewish Ireland, 187. linked to the village. 14 The links underline an important characteristic of both flows-the key role of chain migration. poverty of the people offered him promises of mutual benefit. He at once set himself out to supply the poor Irishman and woman with such necessities and luxuries, which they could never procure unless he, the Jew, formed the intermediary.
So the Jews concentrated at the outset on peddling, on selling goods on credit through their so-called 'weekly' system, and on moneylending, whereas the Italians specialized successively in organ grinding, ice cream and confectionery, and fish and chips.
The communities also, for a few years at least, had a street in common. Signora Marcella's claim that she was assaulted by Violante and his wife was counted by Signora Violante's insistence, backed by several witnesses, that it was Signora Marcella who started the fighting. 21 An amusing gloss on organgrinders is given by the story of two Casalatticans, Carmano Nardone and Giovanni Capeldi, who were charged in 1904 with annoying the well-known writer George Moore by playing outside his house in up-market Ely Place, 'and refusing to desist when asked to do so'. Moore complained that the noise was intolerable but Capeldi protested that he left when he had finished 20 Garlibardo, a young man, lived in Maiden Lane off Wood Street with two compatriot organ-grinders, Vernice and Giovanni Fraco. On the day he was murdered he was in the company of two other Italians, Giovanni Bianco and Giovanni Rivere. Several Italians were taken into custody: their names were given as Michele Cecile, Giovanni Stello, Giovanni Caslarino, Tomaso Riva, Giovanni Rivere, Giovanni Beauchitte, Giuseppe Muchette, Giuseppe Fraco (Freeman's Journal, March 5 1841, November 3 1842). Only one or two of the Casalatticans were fish-and-chip merchants, however 25 , whereas in Belfast marrying within a more tightly knit, mainly Casalese community was the norm. Reynolds (1993: 109) highlights how Casalese households in Ireland maintained their traditions, with 'the second generation-that is, those who were born in Ireland-usually speak dialect to their children'.
The Jewish community at the outset was also extremely close-knit and inward looking, and rich in social capital. The Italians were also clannish, but they integrated more readily. Many of the Italian men recorded in 1911 had married out, including six of the seven based in Cork. And a few even changed religion while doing so: the 1911 census records three cases of Belfast-based Italian men who had changed religion in order to marry local women, and that of mosaic worker Rego Trosone who married a Presbyterian but remained Catholic.
25 Joseph Nannetti's father had also married out. And Louis Wine's spur was a letter home from a stepbrother who, 'having found his way to Ireland wrote glowingly of the country, saying he felt it was a land of great opportunity'. 26 As often happens, such plausible, matter-of-fact accounts do not square with collective or folk memory.
BACK TO MR. DEASY:
Mr. Deasy's 'she never let them in' is far from the truth a century later.
As noted at the outset, Ireland's immigrant inflow in the 2000s, sudden and big, was unmatched in relative terms anywhere else in western Europe adapt to Irish customs (V0246). The other two refer to age (V0906) and educational level attained (V0921). Table 1 describes the raw correlations between these five variables. The high correlations between V0245, VO246, and V0247 show that hostility to immigrants was strongly correlated with hostility to travellers, implying that apart from any economic threat they presented, immigrants were perceived by some as undesirables as 'others' or 'different'.
Age was not a good predictor of attitudes, but the level of education was. More educated people tended to be more tolerant of difference but perhaps this was because they did not live cheek by jowl with either travellers or immigrants.
[ Table 1 
FRIEDMAN'S DILEMMA:
Economist Milton Friedman's assertion that 'you cannot simultaneously have free immigration and a welfare state' has been interpreted as an argument against immigration by some commentators and an argument for curbing or harmonizing welfare systems by others. A century ago this dilemma did not arise, but the growth of the welfare state has led to fears in host countries that some immigration is welfare-rather than employmentdriven. A 'blue card' system that excludes non-citizen immigrants from some or all welfare entitlements, as in the cases of Kuwait and Singapore, has Most studies of present-day immigration find that immigrants are net contributors to the public purse. Nevertheless, the sense that immigration entails welfare tourism is real 35 , and opinion polls which reveal that those who believe that there are 'too many' immigrants are much more likely to declare that they constitute a fiscal burden. The image of immigrants as welfare tourists has been the most important cause of hostility to immigration in Europe, outstripping fears of job market competition and crime. Tim Hatton and Jeff Williamson 36 have found that the richer and more unequal the host country and the more extensive its welfare system, the greater is the hostility towards immigrants.
The unease tempered by equanimity about half a million non- Mr. Fajujonu's presence in this country only came to the notice of my Department earlier this year. It is difficult to accept that his failure to comply with the immigration laws was due to ignorance of the law as he had had quite an amount of dealings with the immigration authorities in the UK. He was refused permission to stay there any longer and he had appealed against that decision. His appeal was refused. The fact that an alien -otherwise considered unsuitable -is the parent of a child born here is not regarded as sufficient grounds to allow the parent stay here. Mr. Fajujonu's permission to stay in the country expires today. If he does not comply with the request to leave, consideration will have to be given to what further action should be taken. nationalities by a wide margin. The Nigerians also felt most discriminated against of the four groups yet, paradoxically or not, were also most resolved to remain.
Irish Independent journalist Kevin Myers, moreover, was quick 44 to point out that the 2006 Census revealed that the labour force participation rate of Nigerian immigrants was far lower than that of other immigrant groups (see Table 3 ), leading him to demand:
Why are so many people, from a country to which we have no Table 4 remains small-about 8,000 in 2000, 16,300 in 2006, and 17,642 in 2011-and certainly much smaller than, say, the number of Irish illegals currently in the United States.
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS:
In their attitudes to immigrants, are the Irish any different? Mr.
Deasy's jibe more a century ago was that they thought they were different, but that this was only because the challenges they faced were different. And, ultimately, claims that one group or community is inherently more or less prejudiced or racist than another are dubious, if not dangerous. In Ireland, there is no room for complacency, and the threats and hostility endured by Nigerian and Roma immigrants Finally, Ireland has built up a reputation, not undeserved, for its 46 Gomellini and I discuss some of the Italian evidence on this in Gomellini and Ó Gráda (2012) . 
